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English Communication 1I
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As citizens of the world, it is important to have experience of different cultures in order to understand the range of
perspectives and experiences that are possible outside one’s own backyard. To be of service to our fellow humans, we
must be able to communicate across cultures. Though you have studied English for six or more years, most of you
haveprobably not used English very often. In Freshman English, we will focus on communicating naturally and effectively
in English. You will gain the knowledge, skills and training that will help you to grow in your English language ability—
both in and out of the classroom—for the rest of your life. Group work activities will give you the chance to help each
other improve in English and also give you the chance to get to know each other better. You will have to think deeply
and challenge your own ideas, and you may come to understand your own culture better through your experience of the
cultural features of another language.
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(1) To acquire a range of vocabulary necessary for basic communication

(2) To become comfortable discussing basic information in English, such as describing where you live, your family, your
studies, and your hobbies

(3) To become comfortable using English for various purposes, from asking questions about instructions to working wi
th partners on group tasks

(4) To be an effective collaborator in group work, making sure that you and your partners all get something valuable
from each class activity

(5) To become comfortable finding and understanding basic written information in English

(6) To prepare and give presentations about basic information in English

(7) To be able to communicate and understand basic ideas through various means, such as text messages and emails

(8) To begin to take responsibility for your own learning, and to be effective independent learners
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@O Week 1. Describing past events/Review of Semester 1 material
@ Week 2. Numbers, prices, times

® Week 3. Shopping

@ Week 4. Food and Drink

® Week 5. Planning a trip

® Week 6. Using public transportation

@ Week 7. Using maps

Week 8. Presentations— Favorite Places

©® Week 9. Describing people

1 Week 10. Making plans

@ Week 11. Apologies

@ Week 12. Invitations

@ Week 13. Presentation preparation

@ Week 14. Group Presentations— Welcoming Visitors to Japan
®» Week 15. Independent Study/Speaking assessment

Class material will be developed and adapted to meet students' needs and abilities. As such, topics and sequence are
subject to change.
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In this class, students will be expected to take responsibility for their own learning, to work well with partners, and
to use English as much as possible. The teacher will not give lectures. Instead, you will use English in class to com-
municate with partners and accomplish tasks. Additional communication will take place via the computer.
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1) Participation in discussions via the computer
2) Homework to prepare for class

3) Vocabulary quizzes

4) Active participation in class activities

5) Presentations

6) Speaking test
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1) Active participation (30 points)— You will be expected to maintain high attendance, ask questions, respond to the
teacher and classmates, participate in pair and group work, take chances, help classmates and have a positive attitude.

2) Homework/Independent Study (20 points)— In order for you to be prepared for each class, it will often be necessary
for you to complete a homework assignment, some of which will be given via the internet. If you miss a class, it
1s your responsibility to find out about the class work and homework so that you can do it before you return to
class. In addition, at times you will be expected to work independently, making use of resources like the SALC and
the internet.

3) Quizzes (20 points)— Vocabulary quizzes will be given on a regular basis.

4) Presentations— (10 points)— Presentations on basic topics will be given individually and in small groups.

5) Speaking Test— (20 points)— At the end of the semester, you will be given a chance to demonstrate what you have
learned in an interview. If you get less than 60 points, you will fail the course. There is no makeup test for this
course. If you feel you are in danger of failing, you must talk to the teacher and find out if additional work can
be given.
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There is no textbook for this class. Materials will be provided by the teacher, and students will need an A4 folder to
keep all handouts in order. In addition, many class assignments will be done on the computer, through moodle.
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Lateness: If you arrive after the start of the lesson, you are late. If you come to class late (up to 20 minutes) three
times, it counts as one absence. If you are more than 20 minutes late, then you will be marked absent.
Attendance: If you miss more than one third of our classes (about 10 classes), you will fail the semester and have to
repeat it. Please don’t feel that you are safe if you miss only 3 or 4 classes. You could still easily fail because of all
thework you would have missed. Missing many classes will also lower your participation grade.

When you are absent you must contact your classmates and find out about the class work and homework so that you
can do it before you return to class.

It is important to remember that the end of a class activity is the beginning of opportunity for real English
practice with classmates.
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